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Baden Baden 
The red flock wallpaper 
should have been warning, 
your broderie anglais knickers 
curled up tight in the chair, 
and a great stone falling 
slowly. leaving room 
for my whole body 
to take its place inside, 
like armour lowered 
from the ceiling 
onto some unfortunate knight. 
and it clung round me, 
sending roots and feelers, 
pure stone, changing 
my heart to a pebble 
you could play fivestones with, 
toss across the floor 
and you wooed me 
as Eve would have won 
God with if she had tried, 
taught how a statue 
could walk though the heart 
was cold, could move, 
though like a magnet 
turned back to base metal 
unable to attract or repel. 
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